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CAPITAL AIRLT.IDS - NZAR FRAI{POT SPRINGS, ZENIISYLVANTA,
IIARCH 3, 1949

A Capatal Airlines DC-3, NC 25689, overating as Trip 40 to Patbsburgh,
Penngylvania, was damazed about 0910 EST®, March 3, 1949, dvring an emergency
lan‘dlng following stoppage of toth engines, The landing was made in a farm
field aear Frankfort Swrings, Pemnsylvania, The four crew members and twelve
passengers were not injured and only minor demage vas incurred by the amroraft.

Tyip 40 departed Youngstown, Ohio, at 0835 in coatinuation of a flight
from Chicazo, Illinois. Cantain dalph Allen Fretwell was at the controls
ard U, B, Stookey served as copalet: Llizgabeth Joon Witt was hostess and
Captain C. O, ilacNeal, listed as ar extra crew ve ber, was riding ain the
cabln with the twelve passengers, The flight'!s clearance was IFR to nroceed

s .
to Pittsburgh at 5000 feet. &t 0850 a routine check was made over East
lee*;pool, Chio, and shorlly thercafter an ATC clearance was obtained to
descend to 4000 feet. Unon reaching 4000 feet, the raight fuel warning
light came on and bhe raight engine stopped, The Captain, who stated he
believea there vas a Tuel pump failvre, turned on the cross-feed valve and
the comilot wor:ted the wobble pump. then there was no response from the

right enTine, the Cagtein turned Lne cross-feed valve off, leanwhile, the
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#*A11 times noted in this report are Rastern Standard aad based on the 24~
hour cloclz,
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left fuel warning lisht ceme on arnd the left engine stopped. The airplare
was losing altitude rapidly.and the Captain notified Compary radio that he
w3s 1n trovble and was making an erergency landirg, He then cut the
ignitcon switches and executed a ‘gear-up landing on the iyers farm near

“rangfort Spraings at spproxamately 0910, During the landing the airplane's
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IL3 enverma cut a power line ‘
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Investigation disclosed no evadence of mechanical fzilure or malfunctior
ing of the alrplane‘ or powerplants , and the airplane was flown from the fam
field after mekins mnor repairs to the aircraft and replacing the dameged
progellers. It was determined thet both engines nad been operated on the

rignt mzin fuel tank from the taime of departure from Detroit until engine

stoppage which preceded tne emergenty landing; thus, fuel was exhausted
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from this tank. sithougl wore tnan.an adequate fusl sugp_ly for completion

of tne flizht to Pattsburgh was available 1a the left ma.n and loft aux-

;‘l
1liary tanks, no attempt was made to restore the fuel supply to the engines .
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oy switching Lo these tanks, .
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COE‘J_]_O‘E Stookey stated that when the left engine stopped, he put the
fusl mixture control into what he thought was "emiergency rich" but after
landing changed thas ;;osz_tlon before he left tae cockpit. wxamnation of
the mixture controls after the larding disclos=d them to be 1n the "ey.ergency
rich' position, The evidence indicates that he may have placed the mixture .

controls in "idle cut-off" sos.tiun during the emercency and changed the

rosition to Memergency rich’ «fter the arrvlane was cn the ground.
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The airplane, carrier and crev were properly certificated [or the
flight involved, This {light was not conducted in acccordance with Capital
firlines! procsdures goveraing fuel managenent and the Company has taken
dise1plinary actzon asaiast Castain Fretuwell,

The Beoard deteitiines that tne probable cause of this aceident vas
failure of the Captain to properly manage tlic fuel supply available,

BY THE CIVIL ASROCAUTICS POARD:

/s/ JOSEFH J. O'CONMTILL, JR.

[s/ OSUAID DYAN
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/s/ JOSE LIE

/s/ EAROLD A. J0.iS
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/o/ FUSSILL B, »DAlS
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